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CHAP. I. 


The Word of God gi ves us ſufficient Light, to direct 45 abows 
Inſtituted Churches and all Adniniſtr ations therein. 


6 


to be attended therein, have been matter of great Inqui- 
in theſe latter Ages. And tboſe Inquiries have been 
— with great Animoſities, ds and Perſe- 
cutions : Thoſe farms and methods that have been admired by Rs 
have been decryed by others, and Multitudes of People are leit 
loſs whether there be any certain Rule to Guide us ; Or any cer 
to be attained in theſe things 
Two things eſpecially have indred thoſe that have been ſtudiovs 
in theſe poi m giving ſatisfaction to others: One of them is, 
that ſome of them have been pling tenacious of the Traditions 
and — oh of the Church, not conlidering how diſmal a 
Corruption and y did in a little time prevail: whereby 
—— to paſs that thoſe things are obtruded upon us as Rules, 
Blemiſhes and Errors of the Ancient urch: They 
— a "Ventration for antiquity and adopt the ſayings of Fiber 
a 


T H E Nature of an Inſtituted Church and the Ordimances 


le Books of the Ne Teſtament 
Roles, relating to Church Af. 


muſt not be our dependance 
upon traditions, neither muſt we confine our ſelves to one part of 
py 

Ir is i | 


the Common-wealth, ſo in the Church : 
Addition to the Scriptures : There needs an Interpretation of the 
Word, but nat hing at all to be added. to it: God doth not give us 
ſome broken pieces of a Platform ; but. hath-rexvealeft his whole 
will in that matter: We are not left under a neceſſity of miſling 
the Rule or gueſſing at it. „God hath deſcribed to us the 
whole Body of Church Affairs: For the Scripture i; à ptrfefF Rule of 
Life, Pſal. 19. 7. 2 Tim. 3. 17, 18. Men ſhall be - blamed fot nothing 
at the Day of Judgment, hut what the Scripture does Condemn, Rev. 20. 12. 
V hat God bath not revealed to us, ig no Rule tp us And God bath no 
where elſe revealed the Rule but in the Scripture. As we have no extra- 
ordinary Prophets to reveal the mind of God; So there are, no un- 
written traditions to make known the mind of God in this 
matter. f 

There be three ſorts of Rules in Scripture to guide us in Church 


Affairs: So that Rule of Loving God and our, Neighbour, Mat. 24 37, 


1. General Moral Rules: Theſe Rules give vs light in . 
38, 39. 80 that Rule of not partaking in other Mens Sint, 1 Tiff. 5. 


22. So that Rule of Peace and Edification, Rom. 1. 197 20. So that 


Rule of doing things decently and in order, 1 Cor, 14. 20. Satbat Rule, 
Phil. 4. 8. So that Rule of ' Humility, 1 Pet. 5. 3. Theſe Rules and 
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Diſcipline, the Age of Perſons to be admitted to the Lords Supper 3 
which are to be determined by Moral Rules. 

2. Many things that are commanded in Church Affairs are the 
proper conſequences of Moral Rules: And fo don't need an in- 
ſtitution : There be many things occaſionally commanded - Which do 
not properly belong to Divine iuſtitutions, that are not Branches of 
the ſecond Commandment, but dequctiog from Moral Rules; 
So that abont Regoneiliation to an o Brother, Mtb. 5, 23, 
24. For Chriſt 1 Jewiſh inſtitutions : So that about 
private dealing with an offending Brother, Matth. 18. 15, 16, So 
thoſe — 1 Tim. 5.17, 19. 1 Cor. 11. 28, And many others are 
piain Alo [ Daurtics. 6 

3. Moral Rules muſt be attended in Churcfi Affairs as well as in 
other things: Rules for doing things that are for Peace, Edificition, 
and for the good of our Neighboars, bind in Eccleſiaſtical cafes as 
well as in Civil and Domeſtical : Therefore they are Generally Pro- 
pounded, Phil. 4. 8. Tea, there is more weight to be laid on them, then 
on inſtitutions, Mar. 12. 33. We mult never Act contrary to Moral 
Rules; Churches are bound to Moral Rules, as well as other Socie- 
ties We have no liberty in the Adminiſtration of the things of 
Gods Houſe to break Moral Rules. 

2, Old Teſtamear inſtitutions : A great part of Old Teſtament 
inſtitutions are aboliſhed : All typical Laws are out of Dite: But 
ſome inſtitutions that were in force then are in force now: Thus 
Church Societies, the Preaching of the Word, Faſts, Thankfgiv- 
ings, areto be attended ſtill. nſider f 8 

1. They and we are under the fam? Goſpel, there was the ſame 
way of Salvation then as now, they were under a Covenant of 
Grace and Saved by Chriſt as well as we, Heb. 4. 2. Hence there be 
ſeveral things common to them and us Hen the People of God 
under the Old and New Teſtament. muſt be ſach as have a viſible 
Uaon to Chriſt; they and we mult have ſigns repreſenting Chriſt, 
1 Cor. 10. 3, 4+ l | 

2. The Nature of aChurch is the ſame under both Teſtaments : 
A Church is not one kind of thing in the Old Teſtament and ano- 
ther in the New : But it, has the {ame eſſence and definition : The 
matter of the Church and the form is the ſame : The Church then 
ſtood in the ſame relation to God, was appointed for Communion 
with God, and enjoyed his preſence as now. 

3. There were ſeveral Ordinances in the Jewiſh Church, that had 
no particular xgference to the times before Chriſt ; or to any parti- 
cular condition of that People: And ſuch Ordinances ſeem to ” of 
B rce 
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force tin, as their, having an holy Conyocation, Lev. 23. 13. $o, 
much of the work of the Priefts, they were to teach the People, Deut. 
33. 10. They were to bleſs the People, Num. 6. 23. So it was their 
manger in Prayer and Bleſſing to lay an hands: So Excomuni- 
cation, which is to ddtinue fn COP Grita Church, Matth, 18. 17. 

4. We are referred in ſome caſes to thoſe inltitutions: God 
ſends us to the-Law for light, directs us to do as was appointed in 
the Old Teſtament ; So Womens not ſpeaking, in the Church, 
3 Cor. 14. 34. So about the maintenance of Miniſters, Gal. 6. 6. 
1 Cor. 9. 13, 14. 
3. New Teſtament inſtitutions, there were ſome inſtitutions ap- 
pointed- by, Chriſt under the Goſpet, thee are few ; principally, 
what Officers ſhall he in the Sabah Sacraments op Baptiſm, and 
the Lords Supper, — N 

1, We muſt «bs > uy and Perpetual iaſtitu- 
* Some * — were only for a time, as the Office of the 

ſtles: So the anomting of the ſick with Oyl, Jam. 5.14. There are 
s that are to l to the end of the World : So i Baptiſm, - 

A The Lords Supper, 1 Cor. 11. 26, Theſe Qrdinances will 
not be removed as Je COR, Heb, 1.3. 28. 


2. Diftinguiſh between a 8 practiſes and inſtitutions, there 
were many itutions, Moen were many practiſes in 


the primitive times 1k were approved, yet not binding to us: 
The Church at Jeruſalem had — Deacons, Ads 6.5. They did 
Baptize in private Houſes, Act. 10, 33. Chriſt ſent out bis Diſciples two 
aud two, Luk. Fo. 1. This doth — Thew that theſe things were in- 
ſticutions that is meet to be done in one caſe, that is not meet to 
be done in another: One or two Examples ſhew the Lawfulneſs of a 
praQiſe, but do not make it a binding Rule. 
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CHAF 
The Nature of-- Tuſlituted Churches Ex- 
. - plained. 


HE Word Church is uſed Equivocally, there are three ſenſes 
eſpecially, wherein it is uſed in the Scripture. « 
Firſt, It is taken for thoſe that are Spiritually United unto Chriſt, 


the miſtical* Body. of Chriſt, Epbh. 5, 27. T bat, be migbt preſent it to 
Church. - . 


bimſelf a Glorious x 

Secondly, For that part of the World that doth profeſs the true 
faith for them that are viſible Chriſtians, ' 1 Cor. 15. 9. I perſecuted 
the Church of God. kf | 

Thirdly, It is taken for an Inſtituted Church; this Church is in- 
veſted by Chriſt with Spiritual Power and is thus defined: A Church 
is a Society of Saints joyned _—— co to the appoint- 
ment of Chriſt for the conſtant ing on of his publick Wor- 
ſhip : A Church is à Society, à ſingle Perſon is not a. Church, a 
Church is a Collection or 4 Body, conſiſting of many 
Members, 1 Cor. 1 1. 27. Ye are the Body of Chriſt $ 
in particulars, hence it is compared to a flock and other ive 
Bodies : It is a Society of Saints, The Members of a Church t Saint! 
by calling, 1 Cor. 11. 12. To the Church of God which isat Corinth, 
to them, which are ſanAified in Chriſt called to be Saiats, 
1 Cor. 14. 33. In all the Churches of the Saints, the Church of the Jews 
war. a Society of Saints, Pal. 79. 12, 11. Pfal. 1. None are to Mm 
bers of Inſtituted Churches, but thoſe that are Members of the C atbolick 
Church, Particulas Churches are but parts and branches of the Ca- 
tholick Church, they are the Churches of God, the Body of Chriſt, 
the Temple of God, therefore muſt be Holy. Ther#fore Socie- 
ties of Papiſts are abuſrvely called Churches : A Church dothjoyn 
together for the Publick carrying on of the Worſhip of God A 
Family joynihg together for the private carrying on of the Worſhip 
of God is not a Church; we read of a Church in the Houſe of An- 
la, Rom. 16. 5. And in the Honſe of Nymphas, Col. 4. 15, Be- 
cauſe there the publick Worſhip of God was attended: The Church 
doth Joon. for the carrying on of publick Worſtdp ; as the Preach- 
ing of the word, the Adminiſtration of Sacraments and diſpenſing 
of Cenſures in a publick way. 
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A Church doth joyn together for the conſtant carrying on of the 
publick Worſhip of God, for a Church is a Body Corporate, which 
may continue from Generation to Generation, it is not any occaſi- 
onal Meeting together, that gives being to a Church: A Church is a 
ſtanding Society, not depend g on any occaſional Meeting; There- 
fore a Congregation that meet together on a Lecture Day, from ſe- 
veral Towns to hear the Word Preached are not a Church, neither 
have any Eccleſiaſtical Power : Yea, a ſynod that meet now and 
then occaſionally, though it may be called a repreſentative Church, 
is not a Church properly; the Members thereof are choſen for a 
perticular occaſion: A Church doth joyn together according to 
Chriſts appointment; Chriſt has 1 975 a Rule according to which 
they ought to joyn together, and if Men joyn in Worſhiping with 
a Church irregularly, that does not make them to be Members of 
that Church :- If a man tbat lives in one Town where there is a 
Church, doth joyn conſtantly in worſhiping with another Church, 
that doth not make him a Member of that Church, 

ö Queſt, .// bo are viſible Saints? 
Anſw, This Queſtion hath 2 ad of great debate, and an oc- 
caſion of great contention in the Church; we may not count thoſe 
only to be N the ſtricteſt Examination, give conſi- 
” derable evidence that they are Saints: We have no ſich Rule, the 
praftice.of the Apoſtles. in admitting Members into the Chriſtian 
| Cho oth not tenance any ſuch Opinion, neither are we to 
make Baptized Perſons and | Viſible Saints to be the ſame; for per- 
| ſeons mult be Viſible Saints before they are Baptized ; and ſome that 
are Baptized, may ceaſe to be Viſible Saiats z neither are they only 
' VilſibleSaints, that. make a profeſſion of the true Religion joyned 
1 with Holy Converſation : Some Men may behave themſelves 
ſos · to deſerve a ſentence of Excompmunication, and yet be Viſible 
Saints: Viſible Saintſhip and real Saintſhip, may conſiſt with a great 
' deal of iniquity in the Converſation for a time. | 
| Viſible Saints are ſuch as make a ſerious profeſſion of the 
true Religion, together with thoſe that do deſcend from them, till 
| rejected of God, .. + IC Nor" * 
1: t. Such as do __ ſerious profeſſion of the true Religion, are 
| ViſibleSaints; we find the Apoſtles did really accept of ſuch, not 
| waiting to ſee, what their Converſation would be, Ad. 16, 14, 15, 
So did Jobn, Luk. 7. 29, 30. Such are to be accepted without delay, 
I 2. Their Infant Seed are likewiſe Viſible $aints, God gives that 


/ Teſtimony for them, 1 Cor. 7. 14. 
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the Officers to diſanul their Act. 

And as the Church hath Power 0 chocs ir own Officers, — 
in caſe of need they have Power to Bol t ſe that ſhall ſup 
the want of Officers ** a time, the er Gat entruſted with ſuf 1 

oe to the carrying on of s work: Therefore in 
caſe of the vacancy of a — they chooſe I to Preach to 
them for a time, in caſe they Hud £0 Elders, they may chooſe a Mo- 
derator; In aſs they have no Deacons they may chooſe one tb do 
the the Deacons — 155 yea in caſe there he need, they may chooſe ſome 
the Goſpel, to Adminiſter the Seals of the Co- 
ran, or perform ſome AR of Gorergmeat upon a particular 
occaſion.” *-* 

By the ſame reaſon that à Church may hoſe; its own Officers, it 
may alſo chooſe its on Servants; Phebe Is called a Servant of the 
Church, Nom G. 2. So were Widdows, for they were not-ordain- 
ed; S0 their Sexton and ſuch as mall 'over-ſee. the'Buildi 5, or 
any other Servants chat may be for the conveniency of the Church. 
This e Offiters, doth only belong to 

the Brethren are ſaid to chooſe the 
Deacons, Af. G. 3. AndWomtn bave not Power in this matter, I Cor. 
14. 35 Let Dr Tim. 2. 124 
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five things; they are to be the month of the People to God, both 


in the publick Aſſembly, and privately in caſe of fickneſs, they are 
to Preach the Word of God, they are to Adminiſter the Seals of 


the Covenant, they together with the Roling Elders, ate to Govern 


the Church, and they are to bleſs the * 

Such Learned Men as are ſuteably qualified, but ngt in Office may 
upon occaſion diſcharge ſome part of this work ; here are ſome 
other parts of ir, that they nag not meddle with, thoſe Acts which 
are Acts of Natural Worſhip may be performed by them, as pray- 
ing and Preaching ; but ſuch Miniſterial Acts as do depend whally 
upon inſtitution, they may not perform, as 85 Adminiſtration of 
Sacraments, the diſpencing of Cenſures and an Authoxgative bleſ- 
ſing; theſe are performed only by Virtue of an Inſtitution, there- 
fore are to be done only according to an laſticution.. . | 

A teaching Elder by Virtue of his relation toa particular Church, 
is bound to attend his work in that Church; Virtue of that 
relation, he has no Authority to perform A Office to any other 
Church, or to the Members of any other Church Aiſembling with 
his own Church : Pa Power over a partj Church gives him 
no Power over any th are of that 6 is relation to them 
gives him no Power over any other;. __— 

But every Man that is a Paſtor of a particular Church ſands in a 


more General relation, as a Miniſter of Chriſt; ſame that ate not 


: 


Paſtors to particular Congregations are yet Miniſters of Chriſt; and 
every Man that isa Paſtor to a Gealar Church is a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, and by Virtue of that Relation he may do Ads of O 
the Members of other Churches occaſionally aſſembling with 


own, and towards other Churches being deſired, When he can con- 
veniently be ſpared from his own, and towards particular Perſons 
that are Members of no Church, 
The Levits were the Miniſters of God before they bad Relation 
to any particular Synagogue ; Paul hath Office Power over the Bre- 
thren as well as the Church of God, Ad. 26. 17, 18. The Church 
at Jeruſalem ſent B.unabas to Antiack, to officiateas a Miniſter, 4. 
11, And they that have Authority to Preach have alſo to Baptize, 
Mat. 28. 19, 20. We find that Pau did not Baptize ſuch .as he 
brought over to the Chriſtian faith, but committed that work to 
ſome other inferiour Miniſters that were in Company with him, 
1. Cor. 1. 14. And this he did after the Example of Chriſt, Jobs 4. 
2. There is need that ſame have Office- Power now to Preach to the 
Heathens, as well as there was 5 the Days of the Apoſtles, and 
there 
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there may be ſeveral no that Baptiſm doth belong to; as well as 
Cornelius, the Eunuch and =z or and others, therefore there 
are ſome appointed by God for that Service. 

The Teaching Officer is appointed by Chriſt to Baptize and Ad- 
miniſter the Lords dapper: and therefore he is made the judge by 
God, what Pegſons thoſe ordinances are to be Adminiſtred to, and 
it js got che work either of the Brethren or Ruling Elders, any 
ways > gtetmeddle in rhat A ffir ot Limit him; we never read 
that the Apoſtles did adviſe with the Church, whether they ſnould 
Baptize ſuch as offered themſelves. As the Adminiſtration of theſe 
ordinances is committed to them, fo the Jadging concerning thoſe 
who they Me to be Adminiſtred unto, as they are to Judge what 
ſudjett to reach upon, and as the Deacon is to Judge who is to be 
reheyed : So the Miniſter & to Judge who is to be Baptized and 
Admitted to the Lords Supper. The Ruling Elders are to joyn with 
the Teaching Elders za Rule and Government; theſe Officers are 
called Geveruments, 1 Cor. 12. Such as Rule, Rom, 12. Diſtingviſh- 
ed from ſuch as Labour in the Word and Doctrine, 1 Tim. 5, The 
Teaching Elders withghe Ruling Elders, make the Presbytery of the 
Church; with whom che Government of Church is entruſted : 


— _— gp . 


The Power of Cenſuring offenders in the Church, and abſolving of 


Penitents, doth belong alone to theſe, the Brethren of the Church 
are not to intermeddle with it. The Elders are to Rule over the 
Church, and therefore not to be over · ruled by the Brethren, it is 
the work of the Elders to rule well, 1 Tim. 5. 17. The Members of 
e Church are to be obedient to the Elders, therefore not to con- 
ov] them in their Government, Heb. 12. 17, The Elders of the 
*eriſh Church, had the Power of Government of the Church in 
their hands, hence we read of the Rulers and Chief Rulers of the 
Add. 18. Deut. 21. 5. The Elders have the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven committed to them, Matth#16. 18. The 


| means is, that he ſhould be an Elder and Ruler of the Church, it 
is ſpoken 


of as a Perſonal reward of his profeſſion. 
Obj. Matth. 18; 17. Tell it to the Church, this implies the Power of 
the Brethren. 
Anſw. 1. By the Church is meant the Eccleſiaſtical Authority in 
diſtinction from the Civil. 
2. It is not harſh by the Church to intend the Elders of the 


Church, See, Numb. 24. 25. 


5 
3. By the Church muſt be meant the Elders of the Church; for 
this was a Rule in the Day when it was ſpoken, and there was 
r 


( 13 ) 


now no Church in Being, but the Jewiſh Church; in which 
al! the Power of Government was with the Elders. 

Obj. 1 Cor. 5. 1, 4. The Church was ordered to caſt cut the Inceſiit- 
ous Perſon, and 2 Cor. 12. His Puniſhment is ſaid to be infiifed by 
many. . 

IS 1, They may be only required to publiſh a ſentence of Ex» 
communication from Paul. * 

2, It is common in Seripture, to attribute that which is done by 
the Ruler to the Publick Society; asg hen God requires that the 
People of Judab do Acts of Publick Jaitice, he doth. not intend chat 
the People ſhould intrude into that work, but that the Ruler 
do it. 

3. Whereas it is ſaid that the Puniſhment was inflicted by many, 
it may be read before many; Deacons were choſen at firſt to have an 
- over-fight of the Poor, Ad. 6. And there is nothing plainly de- 
clared to be their work beſides that. It is intimated, Rom. 12. 8. 
That it is their work to ſhew mercy and e It is Generally 
put upon them to take care about the Miniſters ques, anc about the 
Proviſion for the Lords Fable, which is gathered from that phraſe, 
AF. 6. 2. It is not meet that e ſhould leave the Word of, God and 
ſerve Tables, but there ſeems to be no neceſſity, that there mult be 
2 Church Officer to do; all that work which the Church is to 
ſee done; ſome things may be done by Servants. 


CH AP. VL ; 
of the Ordination of Cburch Officers. 


Here are none to be ordained Officers in the Church of God, 

but thoſe that havea regular call to thoſe Offices ; Ordinati- 

on is the Admiſſion of Perſons igto their Office, or the gonſumma- 

tion of their call, needful to the regular Execution of Mir Office ; 

it inclodes in it firſt, a ſolemn imploring of the preſence of God 
with them in their Office, 

Two things are requiſite unto a call; One is, Ace or 
invitation of thoſe whom God hath entruſted with that Me; the 
other is, the conſent of the Perſon invited; the former may be a 
call to the latter, and bind the Perſon to accept, but there muſt be 


A both 
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the ſame Church, in caſe there be any, or * Brethren in caſe 


(14) 
both, before he is called of God to enter immediately upon the work 
of the Office; before he be accepted of God as an Officer. 

The work of the Deacon being confined to one Congregation, 
the invitation of that Church, is ſuſicient without any further ap- 
probation, A. 6. 7. 

God having appointed all his Holy Ordinances.to be Adminiſtred 


in a particular Church; in caſe of neceſſity, the choice of a 


is ſufficient ( withags any further approbation ) unto the 
calling of "Elders, as when Luther and others broke off from 


Popery. 1 n ; 
Yet Elders having not only Power over their particular Churches, 


but alſo over others, and God having committed to National and 


Provincial Churches, the care of particular Congregations, it is 
requiſite, when it may; be obtained, that there be an approbation of 


Men choſen to be Elders, by ſome deputed by the National or Pro- 


vincial r 288 5 
— 2 ſom Perſons being to be entruſted wich the Office 


of being Miniſters of Chriſt, who have no call to any particular 
Congregation, there is need that thgy have the approbation of ſome 
depyted by the Church in that Country, or at leaſt by a particular 

tion: The Perſons that are to perform this Achof Ordi- 
nation, ought to be ſuch as are moſt ſuitable to the Ends of Ordi- 
nation, viz. The ſignityi a and the obtaining the pre- 
fence of God with him; imes we find that extraordinary Per- 
ſons have ordained a Perſon to extraordinary Office, 2 Tim, 1. 8. 
Sometimes we find that extraordinary Perſons have ordained ordi- 
naty Officers, A@. 14. 23. And there is command given to extra- 
oda Officers to ardain ordinary, 1 Tim. f. 22. 1 it. f. Some- 
times we find that extraordinary Officers, and ordinary have joyned 
in the ordaining of extraordinary; A. 1 3. 1, 5. Sometimes we find 
that ordinary Officers, have ordained an extraordinary Officer ; 
1 Tim. 4. 14. In a Provincial Church that is in order, Miniſters 
ought to he ordained by ſuch Elders, as are appointed by the Pub- 
lick Ecd ical Authority of the Land. 

In ſuch Countrys where the Church is not in order, it is meet 
that the Miniſters be ordained by ſome ſuiteable Perſons deputed by 
the — 2 Elders, but in caſe of neceſſity, Miniſters may be 
ordainW by ſome of the Brethren appointed by the Church to that 


ſervice. ; 
The Ordination of Deacons ought to be performed by Elders of 


there be none. A 


— — — 


— — —— — — — 
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 A_ Miniſter removing from one Church to another, may be or- 
dained a ſecond time, as Paul was, and probably Timotby. 

It is the manner in ſome places to give to Churches at their Con- 
ſtitution, and to Miniſters at their Ordination, the right hand of 
fellowſhip, from the Example of the Apoſtles; but it may be 
doubred whether that was any more then a civil AR, ¶ it be an la- 
ſtirution, we are to ſeek whether it be to be done to all thoſe per- 
— 1 we have fellowſhip with, and when it ought to be per- 

ormed. 


. 
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C HAP. VII. 


Of the Worſhip that is 10 he attended in 
Congregational Churches * 


H E End of this Conſtiturion of Congregational Churches 

is the joynt Celebration of the Worſhip of God, herein 

they differ from civil Societies, that meer together for the ma- 
nagement of civil affairs, 2 Hat 

The firſt part of Worſhip that is to be attended in the Church 

of God is Prayer; Prayer which includes ia it, beſides Petitions, 

confeſſions and thankſgivings, is a principal part of Gods Worſhip, 

Prayer is. a part of Gods Worſhip, 'P/al. 107. 32. Pal. 149. 1. 

This is to be attended in the Church, A. 1. 14. AZ. 4. 24. AZ. 6, 


4. Theſe publick Prayers are to be ordinarily performed by the 


ractiſing of it is of very bad 1 — it quenches and ſtifles the 
Wale of Prayer, bangen Men in lenefs & is very unprofitable 
to others. * . 7 4 2 ; 


Teaching Elders; in caſe there be a Vacancy it may be performed 
by the Ruling Elders, or ſome of the Brethren, but ordinarily the 
Miaiſter is to be the mouth of the People to God, AF. 6. 4. 

Theſe publick Prayers ought not to be made by the reading of 
preſcribed forms of Prayer, out of a Book, he that hath not the 
gift of Prayer, is not fit to be a Miniſter 3 there may be ſome ex- 
empt Caſes wherein it is Lawful for a Man to Pray in a form which 
they have Learned out of a Book, but the impoſing of ſuch a thing 
on is an addition to Divine Inſtitutions, and the ordinary 


The 


[| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
N 
N 
| 


® ws, 
—»- 
— eo — 
—— 


(416 ) 
The ſecond part of Worſhip to be performed in the Church, is 
Singlag of Pſalms ; this is a Moral Duty not belon ing peculiarly to 
the time of the Old Teſtament, as Chriſt with bis iſciples did pra- 
Qiſe it; Soafterwards Paul and Silas, AB. 16. And we have poſi- 


tive commangs for it, Epb. 3. 16. Col. 3. 16. Jam. 3. 13. ln the 
prinitive times when God gave to all extraordinary Gifts of his 


Ra de os" Giletimet for one Man to ſingla-Pſalm, and 
the Congregation to ſay Amen, 1 Cor. 14. 15, 16. But now it is 
molt proper for us to joyn together in Singing of Pſalms, as Chriſt 
and his Diſciples did, and as Moſes and the Children of J1ſrae! did, 
Exod. 15, 1. «d | 

As the Church of Mrati were wont to Sing the Pſalms of David, 
ſo (tho we are not forbidden to Sing Pſalms of ivate compo- 
fure I is Lawfal for us to Sing the P/aims of David and other 
Scriptuch Tſam the Apoſtle when he directs us to Sing Pſalms, 
Fiymns and 8 Songs, Eph, Col. 3. "Hath a manifeſt reſpect to 
the diviſion o of, Pſalms, ſome things in thoſe Pſalms are not 
5 ſuteable to our pr Caſe, ſo it is in what we 2 yet thoſe 
Pſalms ate very ſuteable for us to meditate upon; and contain in 
them wuch laden en and. Incouragement, and becauſe they were 
indicted by the Spirit of God, are more proper to affect our hearts 
and . workings of Grace, then ſuch as are of a private 
Compoſure. ** 2 4348 
; A third part of hn br yr Preaching and Teaching of the 
Word; the Preaching of the Word is to be to the End 
of the World, Matth. 28, 19. 20, It is the of Miniſters to 
Preach the Word, 2 Tim, 4. 2. A Miniſter is called a Preacher, 
Rom; 12. 14. This is a ſpecial means to advance the Converſion of 
sinners and Edification of Saints, | | 


ers, and 
| Du- 


0601702 
Sr any further cen nee bud Edification calls for 
| a+ 129280 T0277 
Miniſters ale nov? nd to obſerve any partientar method in 
their reaching, they may Preacheither by ex pOunding forme Porti- 
on of Scripture, or by raiüng a Doctrine from a . 


and apply ing of it, of by A. of a pw * or in any o- 
ther vrofiratlie u dive Power 10.Ta 


techife their hear- 
ers, not only —— — ate at 
the Lords Table, but alſo in order to cheii growthyin ge, 
tho it may be preſumed that many Peron arg i ve and ſtudi- 
ous, yet chere are many others who- are not to beconfided in, and 
che Miniſter: hath Power by 'Virtue of his Paſtoral charge, to ſee 
that they Letta reaſon dictates this to be a molt ſuteabſe method, 
as in the Learning of Arts and Languages, ſo in. the Learning of 
the w of Talvation,'the meſt- proper and profitable wha of teach- 
ing, are to be uſed by 51%. eee 414 


A fourth of Worſhtp is Bayalſins this is * ordinance ap- 
pointed by Chriſt himſelf to be a Ordinance in the Chri- 
ſtian Ce, It was publiſhed by before, by Virtue of an In- 


ſtitution, but afterwards declared ene to — ordi- 
nance in the Church. — * 

It is very likely tht che form [uſed by Jobe and his 
Diſciples was, _ feang Ga * Natne of the Lord Je- 
ſos, . 19. 7 y command his Apo 

ſtles before 0 yr by ame of 'the' Father, . 
and Holy G boſt boſt, we have no reaſon to — ů — 
ers of the Goſpel did uſe any other form, and when we read that 
the Samaritans, were Baptized in the Name of the Feſus, A. 8. 
18, And that Peter ordered that Cornelius and his ny ſhould 
be Baptized in the Name of the Lord, Ad. 10. 48. No more ſeems 
to be intended by i = then their being Baptized according to the in- 


\ Ritution of the Lo 


— a to. Adminiſter Baptiſm, arethe ſame 

Word, Matth. 28. 19, 20. Tho the A- 

it, yet we have reaſon to conclude 

they it to [aferiour Miniſters; After the Example 

of Chriſt, who did not commit it to the People, but to. his Diſci- 

, John 4. 2. Therefore ſuch Preachers as are not ordained Mini- 
are not to Baptize. 


Baptiſm 


. * rc all f ; 8 >: v4 IE; 
Lords of i” 14%, dimen <7 £ 40%; | 
Threeghings ele in order 1 the Lords 
per; Firſt, Viſible Saintſhip, and that is fougdin; ſuch Fe | 
profeſſors walking blameleſly are Viſible Saints; the Afembe: 

the Yeah Church are often called Saints in the Scripture, who did 


give 


ive no further evidence of their Saintihip, Nennen Or Tre 
aith joyned with a good CET is a ſufficient ground for 
Charity, theſe are marks that we are directed in the Scripture to 
Judge of Mens Saintſhip by ; The Apoſtle did accept of ſuch Per- 
ſons for Viſible Saints, Men that have theſe Characters, are not viſi- 
bly wicked, therefore they are Viſible Saints; theſe properties are 
the proper Fruits of Saintſhip, and therefore conſtitute Men Viſi- 
ble Saints; ſuch a profeſſion as being ſincere makes a Aan a real 
Saint, being orally ſincere, makes a Man a Viſible Saint. That 
whereby Godly Men do make their Saintſhip Viſible, does make 
Men Viſible Satats, viz- A profeſſion of the truth and a good Con- 
verſation. f | 

A ſecond requiſite is, that they be not ſcandalous; a Man that is 
really and viſibly Godly may fall into a ſcandal, and upon that ac- 
count be forbidden to participate at the Lords Table, but when 
theirConverſation is good, they cannot be hindred upon that Account. 

A third requiſite is, that they have knowledge to examine them- 
ſelves and diſcern the Lords Body; for the want of this Infants are 
denied the Lords Supper. 

Thoſe Adult Perſons that are fit to be admitted into the Church, 
are to be admitted to the Lords Supper. 

All Adult Perſons that are fit tg be admitted into the Church, 
ordinarily have all thoſe qualifications requiſite to the participation 
of the Lords Supper. 

They make profeſſion of the true Faith and are of good Conver- 
ſation, they have knowledge of the principles of Religion, and ſo 
are able to examine themſelves, and if any of them ſhould not un- 
derſtand the Nature of that ordinance, they may ſoon be ſufficiently 
informed. 

Two things are evident in the practiſe of the Apoſtles, one is, 
that they readily admitted ſuch into the Church, as made a profeſſi- 
on of the Chriſtian Faith, A. 2. Ad. 6. We never read that ever 
they denied Admiſſion to any Man or Woman that made that pro- 
feſſion; the other is, that all that were thus received by them, were 
admitted to the Lords Supper, 1 Cor. 10. 17. AZ. 2. 24. They 
made no diſtinction of the Adult Members of the Church, into 
Communicants aud Non-Communicants, | 

Thoſe that are commanded by God to participate of the Lords 
upper, are to be admitted to the Lords Supper, but all profeſſors 
that have a good Conyerſation and Knowledge are commanded by 
God to participate in the Lords Supper; it Men have not theſe Qna- 

F lifications 


| lifications they ate not obliged, immediately to participate ia the 
Lords Supper, for it would be a fin if they ſhovld : But having theſe 

» Qualifications they are bound, provided they have opportunity. 
Chriſt has laid this Law upon Profeſſors, 1 Cor. 1 1. 24, 25. The per- 
ſons here commagded are not only true Believers, then none can do 
it with a good Conſcience but thoſe that know themſelves to be 
true Believers ; then the Church Authority can require none but true 
Belieyers to come, the Perſons therefore required to partake are ſuch 
profeſſors as carry it inoffenſively, and if ſuch are bound to come, 
the Church is bound to receive them, they may not hinder any Man 
trom doing his Duty. 

There can be no juſt cauſe aſſigned, why ſach Men ſhould be de- 
barred from coming to the Lords Supper, they are not to be debar- 
red for not giving the higheſt evidence of fincqrity ; There never 
was any ſuch Law in the Church of God, that any ſhould be debar- 
red Church Priviledges becauſe they did not give the higheſt evi- 
dence of ſincerity, nor for want of the Exerciſe of Faith; it is un- 
reaſonable to believe Men to be viſible Saints from their Infancy till 
they be forty or fifty years of Age, and yet not capable of coming 
to the Lords Supper, for want of the Exerciſe of Faith; they are 
not to be denied becauſe of the weakneſs of Grace, they that have 
the leaſt Grace need to have it Muriſhed and Cheriſhed. 

Such Adult Perſons as are worthy tobe admitted into the Church, 
n to be continued without cenſure, 
are to be admitted £03 e Lords Supper; it is utterly unreaſonable 
ro deny the Adult Members of the Church, the Lords Supper, and 
yet not lay them under cenſure ; If they are guilty of any ſuch of- 
fence as to be denyed the Lords Supper, why are they not cenſured ? 
if they are not worthy to be cenſured, why are they kept from the 
Lords Supper ? 

There are ſome Scriptures that have been thought to hold forth a 
need of ſomewhat further, in order to participation in the Lords 
Supper, which if they be examined will be found to be ſtrained be- 
yond the Import of them, Pſal. 6. 16. David faith, 1 will tell you 
what the Lord hath done for my Soul, hence it is argued, that Men 
ſhould give an Account of the manner of their Converſion, in or- 
der to their Admiſſion ; but if it ſhould be granted that David doth 
reſpe& the work of Regeneration, doth it follow becauſe — 5 
willing to talk of it, that they might make a Law to bind to 
do it in the Synagogue, or doth it follow that David offered to do 
it in order to his joyning with the Jewiſh Church, A. 2. 37. They 


Were 
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were pricked at che heart, betore hey were Aan d. inte he 
Church, dut let it be conſidered that many others were joyned to 
the Chriſtian Church, of whom we read no ſuch thiag, and here is 
no living, Rule that others muſt declare that they are pricked at the 
heart before their Admiſſion ; yea it is certain, that theſe did not 
declare their trouble, in order to their . Admiſſion into the Church, 
but in order to their Direction; yea, it doth not appear that theſe 
Men were under 4 work of Converſion at this time, they might be 
Godly Men before, the thing that ſtung them was a National ſin, 
which in probability, they had no hand in; For the greater part or 
them, were ſtrangers, come up to keep the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, and 
were greatly affefted with the fin which the Nation of the Jews 
were gailty of in Crucify ing of Chriſt, A4. 9. 26, 27. The Church 
at Jeruſalem refuſed to admit Paul to their Communion, till they 
were informed by Bamabas, of his Converſion, but it doth not ap- 
pear that Paul did then deſires to participate with them in the Lords 
Supper, poſſibly it might be only in hearing of the Word and Pray- 
er, and the reaſon why they were unwilling to receive him, was not 
any doubt whether his Converſion was ſincere, but whether he was a 
Chriſtian ; As if in a Popiſh Country, one who had been a violent 
Perſecutor ſhould Eſſay to 77 himſelf to a Proteſtant Congregati- 
on, it would be no wonder if they ſnoald be affraid of him, until 
they were informed, that he was become a Proteſtant; this is no 
foundation to require of all that joya to the Church, an Account a- 
bout the manner of their Converſion, 1 Pet. 3. 15, Men are requir- 
ed to be ready to givean Anſwer to every one that asketh them a 
reaſon of the hope that is in them; but here by the reaſon of the 
hope that is in them, we are not to underſtand their experiences of 
the Grace of God, but the grounds of their Faith, the reaſon why 
they did believe the Chriſtian Doctrine? This is evident, becauſe he 
is ſpeaking of Perſecution, v. 14. and becauſe he directs them«to 
give their Anſwer with meekneſs and fear. 

Queſt; Here it be enquired, whether ſuch Perſons as bave a 
good Converſation — Competent Knowledge, may come to the Lords 
Supper, with a good Conſcience, in caſe they know themſelves to be in a Na- 
tural Condition ? 

Anſw. They may and ought to come, tho they know themſelves 
to be in a Natural Condition; this Ordinance is inſtituted for all the 
Adult Members of the Church who axe not ſcandalous, and there- 
fore muſt be attended by them ; as no Man may neglect Prayer, or 
hearing the Word, becauſe he cannot do it in Faith, ſo he may not 
neglect the Lords Supper. The 


'* 


Tue Lords Supper is Inſtitated to be a means df Repenerafion, 
it is not appointed for the Converting of Men to the Clan Re. 


gion, for only ſuch as are Converted may partake of it; but it is 


not only for the ſtrengthening of Saints, but a means alſo to work 


ſaving Regeneration. 


There be many, according to the Ordinance of Chriſt, to be ad- 
mitted to the Lords Supper, who are not Regenerate, Matt, 25, f, 
2. The Kingdom of Heaven is like ten Virgins, five of them were 
Wife, and five Fooliſh, and it can have no other immediate end re- 
— theſe, but their Converſion; the end of all Ordinances is 

Ivation, and therefore to theſe Men it muſt be Regeneration, for 
without it, they cannot be ſaved. 

This Ordinance hath a proper tendency to draw ſinners to Chriſt; 
in this Ordinance there is a particular Invitation to ſinners, to come 
to- Chriſt for Pardon, here is an affecting Repreſentation of the Vir- 
rue of Chriſts ſufferings, here is a Seal whereby the Truth of the 
— is confirmed, all which are very proper to draw ſinners to 

riſt. 

If the Lords Supper be only for the ſtrengthening of Saints, 
then they who are not Saints do profane the Ordinance, when they 
do partake, and it is not Lawful for them to partake, and then they 
that do not know themſelves to be Saints, don't know that it is 
Lawful for them to partake, and ſo far as any Man hath ſcruples 
about his Saintſhip, he muſt proportionably have ſcruples about the 
Lawfulneſs of his Participation, and ſo Sacrament Days which ſhould 
be Days of Comfort, will became Days of Torment. 

All other Ordinances are appointed for Regeneration, Prayer, 
hearing the Word, Baptiſm ; {o likewiſe the cenſures are, that the 
Soul may be faved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus; they are to fur- 
ther Mens Regeneration, in caſe they be not Converted already, and 
it would be ſtrange if the Lords Supper alone ſhould not be appoin- 
ted for that end, whereas it hath a proper tendency thereunto, and 
many that come to-that Ordinance by the appointment of Chriſt, 
ſtand in as much need of it, as thoſe that partake of other Ordi- 
nances. 

A ſixth part of the Worſhip is Eccleſiaſtical cenſures, theſe were 
appointed in the time of the Old Teſtament, and are to continue in 
uſe vnto the end of the World, it doth evidently appear, both from 
the Writings of the 7ews and likewiſe from rhe Scripture, that abe 
Tews did make uſe of Eccleſiaſtical cenſures, Jobn 4. 34, 35. John 3. 
22, and 12. 42. And it is evident, that theſe cenſures were accord- 

| ing 
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ing to Divine Inſtitution, from Matth. 16. 17, 18. Chriſt doth not 
4 make a new Inftirurl6n for the Goſpel Church, for that Church 
was not yet in Being, but he urges them to the of an Old 
Tuſtieetich f it be © ired where we find any 

the Old Teſtament, I Anſwer, in wal Q + 
find in the Old Teſtament, that they ſhould be cut off f 
Gen. 17. 14. Exod. 12.1 hen one Broxher is 
prove anorher, and in caſe Vf Incorrifibleneſs"to 


Church, that command doth not only bind the Brethren of the ſame 
Congregation, but alſo the Brethren of any "to opponent, 5 


for there lies the ame Bond upon us according to nity,” not 
to ſuffer ſin in others, as well 4 i the of che fame Con- 
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gregation, _— (l | 
here Is no ated, of a particular In n, who ſhall have the 
Power of judgment, to determine w a Perſon be to be cen- 
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Such offences as are of a more Hinous Nature, de 
Church cenſures, provided there be a ſuteable Spirit of tance; 
if the end of Ne de obtained, there is no occaſion for them; 
Perſons under the ſentence of Excommunication, are not only to be 
debarred from the Lords Supper, but alſo to be exclued from the 
familiar Society of the People of God ; where there is no ſpecial 
we arc. nog to have that Society with them, that we may 

H 1 Cor, F. 9, 12. 
is Ac of Worſhip appertains Abſolution, when the Perſon 
that hath offended doth manifeſt a Spirit of Repentance, whether 
he has been cenſured or qt, he is to be acquited. 

The ſeventh Act of Worſbip is the Bleſling of the Congregati- 
on; there iS a Bleſſing of Men by way of ſupplication, that may 
be performed by any Perſon, and there is a Bleſſing by way of Con- 
fifmarion, this is pronounced in the Nn of God; this is either 
extraordinary, by way of prediction, 

5 G 


o the Patriarchs did bleſs 
+ their 


irit, did 
in Gods 
r a either be ED, by way 
a 7: N Pee are they thet 
it 3 r in way © pplication, as whe 
E n Teſan Chriſt be with you; Yet this 
more then r, Viz. A Declaration in Gods Name what, tat 
and rherefbre it muſt. be ander ſtood in ſuch a way as 
is acco to 8 Deut. 20. 34. Cod appointed the 
Prieſts of Old to Bleſs the People, Numb. 6. 23. And this work ſeems 
to be a cas oi work © the reſt o the Levites, who were teach- 
, 1 "Iſrael, 10. B. There is no need of any new Inſtitution 
che Geibel impowring Miniſters to bleſs in the Name of God, 


rein of the work of, a Miniſter 4 Chriſt by a 
iti Minden harh . Men t > blen the Acts 
— * ſeems to be Inſti Macth, 10 12, 13. Deilt, 


21. + 
M Preachers of - the the Goſpel, yet not 10 on; 
— 4 ork by have 9.4 fourr, ple hy t C 
— bo faſt 
- is 8 to be done, but itution. 


Miniſters being Authoritatively in the Name 

of it is e e for 2 to ſpeak in the firſt 
„including themſelves 2 It is alſo impro- 

per for them co Bleſs, the the Church of that are n 

all over thy World, 5 * 
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c HAP. vm 1 
of Charches confi ing of Diver: Congre- 8 


garions. 


Ae ing Dee Cs eng is 2 Society of 
Nvers Congregations ; joyning together accord- 
| of 


ing to Gods appointment, for the conſtant carrying on of. che Tum 
ick Workipal God; ſuch Churches are ged in rhe great- 
elt Part of Proteſtant Churches ; but ſome in latter times do make 


a Queſtion whether there be any ſach Churches. ” 
That there are National Churches, does appear, Firſt, from the 
light of Nature, the light of Nature teaches us, that Man was 
made for the Worfflip of God, that Man is fitted for Society, and 
the great end why he is ſo, is, that in Society he may carry on the 
Worſhip of God, and as the light of Nature teaches us, that leſſer 
Societies ought to carry on the Worſhip of God in Conjunction, fo 


that Kingdoms and Countrys ſhould joyn together in promoting 


and advancing the Worſhip of God; it is moſt 2 le to the 
light of Nature, that they tht are one People, ſhould Unite toge- 
ther in carrying on Gods Worſhip, and ſhould have Power to regu- 
late and govern the ſeveral parts of that Body, Nature teaches, 
that every Kingdom ſhould ſee that the Worſhip and Ordinances of 
God, be attended in the ſeveral Congregations therein. 

2dly, From Gods appointing the Nation of the Jews to be one 
Church, Ad. 7.38. And Gad has not appointed any new forms gf 
Churches in the times of the New Teſtament ; there are no other 


kinds of Churches appointed now; Congregational Churches are no 


n 
Synagogue of the Jews was a Congregational Church, they 
leſiaſtical Rule and Government in them; they are called 
Churches by Chriſt, Matth. 18, 17. That the Old Teſtament Inſti- 
tution doth continue ſtill, appears partly becauſe the Chriſtian 
Churches of the Jews were ſubordinate to the National Church of 
the Jews ; they were Members of the National Church, and did at- 
tend Jewiſh Ordinances ; and e by Inſtitution, — 
- ngre- 


5 kind of Churches, but according to the Old Inſtitution; for 
ha 
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Congregations are not abſolyte, but Subordinate to a National 


Church; it is further evident, becauſe pe Jewiſh National Church 
did not ceaſe as their Ceremonies did, e their Date was out, 
but becauſe they rejected Chriſt, Rom. 11. 20. Had they kept Gods 
Covenant, they would have continued a National Church to this 


v. . * | 

30, From the Publick Covenant that is between God and a pro- 
feſſing People; God made a Publick Covenant between him and the 
People of Iſrael, wherein he engages publick Proſperity unto them, 
upon condition of their obedience; and all profeſſing Countries are 
under the ſame Covenant for ſubſtance; the — by and ſo the 
threatnings declared are of force unto the end of the World, and 


we have the like encouragement to obedience that they had, and are 


in the like danger in caſe of obedience. k | 

Gol deals with profeſſing Countrys at this Day according to the 
Tenor of that Covenant, thoſe-promiſes will never be out of Date 
to the end of the World, God makes-the ſame to Iſrael with reſpect 
to the time of their Reſtotation, this abundantly Witneſſeth that 
every Chriſtian Nation is a Church; if God hath made a Covenant 
with them upon condition of obedience, then they are a Society in 
Covenant with God, then they-are one body in Covenant with od. 


and the whole hath Power over the parts, and they are inveſt 


to tnake the ſeveral parts to keep 
Covenant, the Covenant would de a ſnare to them; particular Socie- 


ties might bring guilt upon them, and they would have no Power to 
remove it; if they be all engaged in one individual Covenant, the 


Country hath Power to regulate all Maleadminiſt rations that any of 


the parts are gpilty of, if they are in one individual Covenant, they 
art as one body Expouſed by God, the People of God, the flock of 


with ſufficient Authority to 78 Covenant kept: If they were in 


Chriſt, and therefore one Church; here is all that made /ſracl to de 


a Church, therefore ſuch a People are a Church. | 
4ly, From the promiſes that God hath made of making Gentile Na- 


tions to be his People; God did not only promiſe to ſet up {i 
Churches among the Gentiles, but to take whole Nations into 

naat with himſelf, Iſa. 24. 22. And it is exprefly foretold by Chriſt, 
that whole Nations ſhould receive the Goſpel, and become Churches, 


' /Aatth, 21. 43. Yea, the Scripture declareth that when Iſrael is Con- 
me, Covenant as formerly, the ſame / 
hr as the Fruits of their obedi- 


verted, they ſhall be in the ſa 
promiſes are made to them in 
ence, as were made to them in £ 


enomy; and if the whole Jewiſb 


* 
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Nation will be one Church, when they are reſtored, then it will be ſo 
with every other Chriſtian Nation, the difference een Jews and 
Gentiles is now aboliſhed. = 

5. Becauſe the ſupream Eccleſiaſtical Authority doth not Iye-in 
particular ations; if there be no National Church, then eve- 
ry particu egation is abſolute and independant, and not 
reſponſable higher Power: This is too Lordly a principle, it is 
too ambitiagg'® thing for every ſmall Congregation to arrogate (ugh 
an uncontroulable Power, and to be accountable to none on Earth; 
this is neither a probable way for the Peace of Ghurches, nor for the 
ſafety of Church Members; appeal itted in all Kingdoms; 
and it is more probable that in a try, Perſons may be 
found that may rectify the Miſcarri particular Congregati- 
ons, then that particular Congregati not miſcarryz this ab- 
ſoluteneſs of particular Congregations is a dignity that the pt imi- 
tive Churches did not enjoy, this is not the common Priviledge of 
Goſpel Churches ; the primitive Churches were under the Govern- 
ment of the Apoſtles, and it ſeems that God gave them this Power, 
becauſe the ordinary way of Government could not then be practi- 
ſed, the greater part of all Gentile Nations lying in their Hea- 
theniſm. 

Obj. 1. We don't find in tbe New Teſtament, «ny National "Church 
among the Gentiles, 

Anſw, The reaſon of that is, not that National Churches are not 
according to the mind of God, in the Days of the New Teſtament, 
but becauſe there was no Nation that did receive the Chriſtian faith. 
Tho there were many —— gathered among the Geatiles, 
yet there were very few of them, comparitively, that did entertain 
the Goſpel ; the bulk of all the Gentile Nations, lay in their Hea⸗ 
theniſm, during all that time that we have the Hiſtory of in the 


Scriptures. 


Obj. 2. Cod bath not appointed- in the New Teſtament any National 
2 7 as the Fligb Prieſt in Wrael, nor any Nationa! of ir- 
ſhip W Jeruſalem, therefore there is no National Chureh, pn 

. 1. To have one National Officer over is not 


eſſential to the being of a National Church 3 rae! was a National 
Church, when they had no ſuch National Officers, while the*firſt 
Born did Exerciſe the Office of the Prieſts, before the tion of 
the Levites to that work. There be ſeveral forts af civil Governs 
ment. none of which are eſſential to OE The a 7 a Na- 
tional Church doth not —— or that form of Govern- 


1 


. 
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ment : If there be a National Church, it follows that there muſt be 
ſome to Rule over the whole, but that this Power ſhould reſide ei- 
ther ſolely, or principall in one Man, doth not follow at all. It 
was ſuteable to the State of the Jewiſh Church, that there ſhould be 


one ſupream Officer to be a Type of Chriſt; 10 being 
uch. 
1 to a 


no ſuch occaſion, the Church may be governed wit 
2. To have one National place of Worſhip, is 

dational Church; Ifrael was a National Church in Egypt, vet had no 
National place of Worſhip; all the Worſhip of God, beſides that 
which was tipical, might be attended in their Synagogues. The not 
having a National place ſhip, is no hinderance to their be- 
ing Governed by a uthority. There may be a National 
— as well as with a National place of Wor- 

W — 
This National Church is to be divided i Provincial, and thoſe 
again ſubdivided into Claſſical. "The Light of Nature teaches us to 
make ſuch Diviſions of great Political Bodies, that Government 
may be more eaſily managed. Natural prudence teaches Men in the 
civil State, to make ſach Subordination of Coutts of Juſtice, for the 
benefit of the Common Wealth. This is according to the Counſel 
which was given to Moſes, by his father ines, and approved by 
God, Exod. 18. By the ſame Rule that the whole is to Rule over the 
parts, the greater parts are to Rule oyer the leſſer parts, for a great- 
er part, is an whole reſpecting the leſſer parts into which it is di- 
vided. A County is a part with reſpe& to a Province, but an 
whole with reſpe& to the ſeveral Congregations therein, and ac- 
cordingly may Exerciſe Government over them; yet with Subor- 
dination to that Anthority that is over the whole. A gradation 
both in Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Authority is founded in the very 
Law of Nature. 

Obi. F we grant a National Churth under the Goſpel, we may as wel 
grant an Oceumenical Church : thoſe that plead for the Juriſdiction of Sy- 
nods, r mes at laſt to the of an Oecumenic al Synod,.. 
- Anſw; is no ſuch thing as an inſtitutedOecumenical cltch; 
there is a ick Church, but that Notes all thoſe that profeſs the 
true Religion; but there is no Inſtituted Oecumenical Church, for the 
ſeveral Chri Nations are not in the ſame Covenant, are 
indeed in the fame ſpecial Covenant, but not in the ſame individual 
one Nation may keep Covenant, while 

— | | 
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Neither is there any Inſtitation for Oecumenical Synods; if they 
could convene, they have no Authority; their cooſgltations might 
be of ſome uſe to others, but they have no Authority, A National 
Synod, is the higheſt Eccleſiaſtical Authority upon Earth, 


— —- 
„ HA. KK. 
Of the Government of Natumal Churches. 


Uch Proteſtants as have acknowIlfged Nationgl Churches, have 
8 been divided about the form of Government to be practiſed a- 
mong them; ſome of them are for a mixt Government, partly by 
Arch-Biſhops, and Biſhops, and partly by Synods, ſo the Church of 
England; Some have Governed by a Synod alone, ſo the Church of 
Scotland; and this Government ſeems moſt Conſonant to the Ward 
of God. Synods have been generally acknowledged in all Churches, 
but upon differing grounds, ſome have founded them upon that Rule 
of prudence, Prov. 24. 66, In the Multitude of Counſellers there is 
ſafety, but if they be grounded upon this, they have no other wor k 
but to counſel and adviſe, and they can have no Authority; all Eccle - 
ſiaſtical Authority does depend upon an Inſtitution, their Authority 
muſt be derived from God. Some do found it upon that Example, 
ASQ. 15. But this was not properly a Synod, this was not the meet - 
ing of the Elders of many Churches, but of the Apoſtles and Elders 
of the Church of Jeruſalem, together with the Brethren ; yet no 
doubt but the Apoſtles, who were part of that Aſſembly, had the 
Power of a Synod. But the Foundation of Synods is partly that Pub- 
lick Covenant, which is between God and his People, partly his In- 
ſtitution in the Old Teſtament, and partly the Rules laid down for 
the Churches to walk by in the New Teſtament. 

Sr. This Publick Covenant ſhews that the whoje muſt Rule the 
parts. The Rule and Government doth fundamentally belong unto 
the Church; the Church hath a right to Govern it ſelf. Thus it is 
Originally with all Nations as to their civil Government, ſo alſo as 


to Eccl and therefore the Exerciſe of this Government 
muſt be in the hands of ſome that do 1 the whole ; 
the whole 


if it be not by ſome that repreſent the whole, 


3 (3009 
not Govern, the Rulers muſt be the repreſentation of the whole 
Church. s it is with a Synod; they are either the Elders of the 
feveral Churches, if the Country be not too Numerous, or ſuch as 
are choſen by the Elders, if the Country be large and numerous 
and theſe are à legal repreſen of the Churches ; the Elders 
ot the Churches are choſen to ce, to be Rulers of the ſeve- 
ral Churches, and in caſe there be need. They haye Power to ſelect 
out of themſelves, ſuch a Company as may conveniently meet, 
with whom their Power ſhalt be entruſted, The Light of Nature 
teaches, that the Government muſt be committed to ſuch a Number, 
as ſhall not be uncapable by reaſon of their Number, to aſſemble 
and diſcourſe together, for otherwiſe the Government of the 
Church would not be a thing-ptaciicable. ' 

Thus it is not with Biſhops, they do not legally repreſeat the 
Church for they are not choſen by the Church, they are not Per- 
ſons elected by the Church to At in their behalf, but are put into 
their Office by civil Authority; and how can they repreſent the 
Chyrch who do not deſire any Authority from the Church; and ſe- 
condly, their Office is not of Divine Iuſtitution, and how can they 
who ate not of Divine appointment, legally repreſent the Church g 
Thoſe whoſe Office is not acknowledged in the Law of God, cannot 
legally repreſent the Church of God. 

2. The Church of the Jem was Governed by a Counſel of ſeven- 
ty two Perſons. Some are of Opinion that the Jens hadboth an Ec- 
cleſiaſtical and a civil Sanedrim, this is evident, that in Chriſts time, 
they had a Councel that did conſiſt in a great part of the Prieſts 
AG. 14. & and 22. 30. And that God uppointed the Prieſts and 
other Judges to joyn together in hearing of Controverſies, Deut. 
19. 17. So alſo that there was an aſſembly of the chief of the 
Prieſts and Levites, appointed by Jehoſbaphat to hear Eccleſiaſtical 
cauſes, 2 Chron, 19. 8. And that the High Prieſt was over them in 
thoſe Eccleſiaſtical cauſes, v. 11. By theſe things it is evident, that 
the Church of Iſrael was Governed, by an Aſſembly ot the Principal 
Men of the Church. Cbriſt Jeſus doth approve of their org 
Government that was in his time, at#h. 23. 2, 3. By Prieſts, 
Scribes, Phariſees. By this it is not only evident, that the Goyern= 
ment of a National or Provincial Church, -by an Aſſembly of its 
Principal Elders, is a proper ſuteable and hopetul way; but likewiſe 
| that this way is to be obſerved in Chriſtian Nations, ſeeing no o- 
ther proviſion is made for their Goverament 3 many of tt 
| — that God made for the Jewiſh Church, do continue in 

for 


ce ſtill, and this among the reſt, no other Proviſion being made 
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yet it does not follow that our Aſſemblies muſt have any ſtanding 
preſident, as the Fewiſh Aſſemblies had their High. Prieſt, who was 
their preſident, and was a Type of Chrift ; neither does it follow, 
that we are limitted to the fame Number chat they were, Circum- 
ſtances being a ſufficient reaſon for a variation in ſuch caſes. 


3, The appointment of Chrif®, that Teaching and Ruling Elders 
ſhould Govern the Church, ſhews the Power ot Syuods; thel: are 
appointed by Chriſt to be the Rulers of the Church, 1 Tem, F. 17. 
Heb. 13. 17. There are no other appointed to be Rulers ot the 
Church ſince the Age of the Apoſt les, therefore the Government of 
the National Church maſt be in their hands; none bat they have 
any Intereſt int blick Goverument; there is no Warrant from 
the Word of God to intruſt the Goverumeat in the hands | 
others, and there is ſufficient Warrant for them, to take u 
them the Government of the National Church, and this by Virrte 
of their Office. If there be a_Publick Covenant, every Church is 
bound in Conjunction with others to ſee the Covenant kept, and 
their Rulers, with whom their Power is intruſted, are bound by Vir- 
tue of their Office, to joyn with others to ſee their Covenant kept; 
ſo that their Acting in a ſynod, is not by Virtue of any New Office, 
A Miniſter by Virtue of his Miniſteriit function, hath Power in 
Conjonction with others, to Govern the National or Provincial 
Church. 


Obj. If Miniſters have a Bond upon them, to joyn with others in the 
Rule of the National or Provincial Church, . then they tem in their own 
Perſons to be bound to attend that Service; which if all ſhould do in Na- 
tional Synods, the Synods would be ſo large a Body, that they could'nat 
Diſcourſe together, and it would be an intolerable prejudice" to ther TM 
gregations, being much deproved of their Labours, . 


2 The Power of Iatruſting delegates is Warranted by the 

Light and Law of Nature, there being a neceſſity of it for the good 

Govertiment of Societies, and there is no neceſſity of a particular 

Inſtitution in this caſe ; the neceſſity of humane affairs does require 

that Government be intruſted with ſuch a Number that it may be 

managed to advantage to the Publick, neither is there any hazard of 
a method 3 a ſelect | 
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Church according to the mind of God. as the whole Body of 
Elders of a Natigo. * 4 * N 4 . a * 


P | 7 = 
CH AP. X. 
"Of the Power ef  Symods. 
T* 3 of Synods doth "conhift” Fal in theſe 


1. They are to teach the People, they are to hold forth 
Light unto the Church, that was a part of the work, of the 
Sanedrim at Jeruſalem, to teach the People the will of God, 
Matth. 23. 2, 3. That was the ſpecial work of the Levites, 
Deut. 33. 10, That A mentioned, A, 15. Met together 
to give Light to the People of God. . 


Tt is very meet that Synods do Publiſh ' confeſſions of faith, 
not only to Ir Ter . En World, = yy Chriſti- 
an Kingdoms, of their acknowledging the Truth, but eſpecially 
to des Light uato the Chorches, to Pace them in the way of 
ite, this hath generally been practiſed by the Synods of the 
reforiped Churches. 


R - 


oo 


therefore no Rule, or Doctrine, is to be taken vp on truſt 
from them; Men do owe that feſpect to a Synod,” as tis an 
Ordinance of God, ſolemnly to weigh the Doctrines held forth 
thereby, but they are not to receive them dy an implicite 
faith ; we are bound 30 prove all chi and if a Man do pra- 
ctiſe 2gainſt the Light of his on — becanſe a Synod. 
hath otherwiſe determined, he greatly fins, Rom. 14. 23. The 


Synod may direct him in u has ode, 7 and no Man can be 


bound to any thing that God has "Deut. 13. 3. 


2. They are to, biack and looſe, to inflict Eccleſiaſtical cen- 
ſures, or to take them off; the Eccleſtaſtical Authority 
moſt hive . of e that fo theres "may no — 


gal lye upon 
— Particular 


Presbyteries, and many” 4 — | 

whereby the Country doth me guilty, 

no ſufficient way to deliver the Land from guilt, Synods have 
Power to Admoniſh, to Excommunicate, and deliver from thoſe 


cenſures, and every Man mult ſtand to the Judgment of the 
Nati Synod, Deut. 17. 12. 


They are to judge in caſe of c lan; when 47 Perſon 
Judges himſelf wronged by the - Judgment of a particular Church, 
and complains to a Synod, they are to hear . caſe, and 
the hearing of it, not to adviſe the Church either to ts 
the ſentence, or. to take it off; but if there be occaſion,” they 
7 A. take off the ſentence and reſtore the Man unto his pri- 
viledge. | * | 


They. are to base in caſe of other Complaints; if apy Man 
hath a Complaint ainſt / another, e 
in the Cho hs. e belongs unto, or if the Elders of a pate 
— Church be Complained of for any — 
a Church with the Elders be complained of for 

— other 1 Corruption, the Synod is to hear and Jade: | 
the and they may not only cenſure Perſons,” 
whole . caſe of need. 
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